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Japanese Translation of Pu Shuang and

Investigating of the History of the Board Sugoroku

I
Kaori Kishi

Abstract

Board Sugoroku is an ancient board game that has a fairly long history. In
contemporary time, the popularity of the game has been in decline. Although Board
Sugoroku already existed during the 7th century in Japan, one can hardly find any
historical archives regarding this board game. The game was first documented in Japan
in 1583. Hong Zun from the Song Dynasty in ancient China wrote the article Pu Shuang,
which 1s thus far the most comprehensive writing about the game. Based on Pu Shuang,
this research explores issues related to Japanese and Chinese Board Sugoroku. This article

also includes a translation of the original article as well as an analysis of the script.
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